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Coastal Bend College Affordability Survey Report 

November 9, 2007

By November 1 of each year the chief executive officer of Coastal Bend College  (CBC) is required by Education Code 51.4031 to provide the CBC Board of Trustees a report that examines affordability and access of the institution for the previous fall, spring and summer semesters.  This report must include:

1. Statistical information on the percentage of gross family income required for a student who is a resident of this state to pay tuition and required fees charged by the institution;
2. The criteria used by the institution to admit students to the institution;
3.  An analysis of the criteria used to admit students and to award financial assistance to students, considering the mission of the institution and the purposes of higher education in this state;
4. An analysis of the manner in which the factors described by Subdivisions 1-3 relate to:

a. The regions of this state in which students reside;
b. The race or ethnicity of students;

c. The gender of students; and, 

d. The level of education achieved by the parents of students.
5.  Comparisons of the institution with peer institutions in this state and in other states with respect to affordability and access.
For purposes of the report, a student who applies for admission to or enrolls in an institution and applies for financial aid from the institution may be required to provide documentation necessary for the instituion to complete the report.

An institution’s report must be in the form prescribed by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) in consultation with the institution.

A review of the data supplied by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Affordability Survey indicates average tuition and fees for this institution is $2132 for 30 semester credit hours, derived from the Integrated Fiscal Reporting System (IFRS) report submitted by Coastal Bend College in December 2006.  This cost can then be compared to the Median Family Income by Region Table (Table 1) to determine the percent of the median family income, disaggregated by ethnicity, that would be consumed by a full-time student of the South Texas region attending CBC.  This table provides information on the percentage of the median family income that would be required to pay for tuition and fees for the “average” family in this region by ethnicity.  
Table 1 – CBC Student Education Costs as Percent of Median Family Income
	Ethnicity
	Median Income
	Percent Tuition & Fees

	White
	$53,694
	4.0%

	Black
	$35,426
	6.0%

	Hispanic
	$28,487
	7.5%

	Asian
	$50,069
	4.3%

	Other
	$28,439
	7.5%

	Total
	$36,673
	5.8%


Source:  THECB Affordability Survey
The South Texas region has the second highest percent of total median family income (5.8%) required to pay tuition and fees in the state, with the Upper Rio Grande region being the highest at 6.3%, as shown in the following table:  
Table 2 - Median Family Income by Region, by Ethnicity

	Region
	White
	Black
	Hispanic
	Asian
	Other
	Total

	
	Median
Income
	Percent
T&F
	Median
Income
	Percent
T&F
	Median
Income
	Percent
T&F
	Median
Income
	Percent
T&F
	Median
Income
	Percent
T&F
	Median
Income
	Percent
T&F

	High Plains
	$46,811
	4.6%
	$23,133
	9.2%
	$27,694
	7.7%
	$52,598
	4.1%
	$28,115
	7.6%
	$39,987
	5.3%

	Northwest
	$41,423
	5.1%
	$25,405
	8.4%
	$26,442
	8.1%
	$38,308
	5.6%
	$26,569
	8.0%
	$37,693
	5.7%

	Metroplex
	$65,041
	3.3%
	$36,594
	5.8%
	$34,976
	6.1%
	$61,260
	3.5%
	$36,291
	5.9%
	$54,032
	3.9%

	Upper East Texas
	$43,743
	4.9%
	$24,903
	8.6%
	$27,999
	7.6%
	$51,327
	4.2%
	$30,080
	7.1%
	$39,700
	5.4%

	Southeast Texas
	$44,397
	4.8%
	$24,739
	8.6%
	$31,914
	6.7%
	$44,345
	4.8%
	$31,873
	6.7%
	$39,615
	5.4%

	Gulf Coast
	$67,885
	3.1%
	$35,211
	6.1%
	$33,398
	6.4%
	$56,901
	3.7%
	$33,860
	6.3%
	$50,955
	4.2%

	Central Texas
	$58,189
	3.7%
	$33,184
	6.4%
	$36,874
	5.8%
	$57,789
	3.7%
	$35,577
	6.0%
	$49,907
	4.3%

	South Texas
	$53,694
	4.0%
	$35,426
	6.0%
	$28,487
	7.5%
	$50,069
	4.3%
	$28,439
	7.5%
	$36,673
	5.8%

	West Texas
	$47,399
	4.5%
	$24,815
	8.6%
	$27,378
	7.8%
	$47,765
	4.5%
	$27,609
	7.7%
	$38,073
	5.6%

	Upper Rio Grande
	$55,051
	3.9%
	$41,124
	5.2%
	$28,320
	7.5%
	$44,521
	4.8%
	$28,470
	7.5%
	$33,588
	6.3%

	Statewide
	$57,194
	3.7%
	$33,276
	6.4%
	$30,840
	6.9%
	$56,792
	3.8%
	$30,266
	7.0%
	$45,132
	4.7%


Source:  THECB Affordability Survey

Hispanics accounted for 64.8% of the CBC enrollment of the Fall 2006 semester and, as the table above indicates, faced the highest percentage impact (7.5%) to the family income for tuition and fees to attend the college.
Coastal Bend College serves an under-prepared, under-represented population.  According to the 2006 THECB Annual Data Profile, of the 7333 unduplicated students enrolled during academic year 2004-2005, 20% (1466) were reported as being Economically Disadvantaged and 38% (2808) were reported as Academically Disadvantaged.  However, as an open door community college, CBC provides an excellent opportunity for students to begin their educational journey.  While beginning students must meet certain entrance criteria, these allow sufficient latitude to enable students who meet all requirements and those with marginal qualifications to enroll in courses appropriate to their level of preparation.  Although CBC is diligent about providing access, the institution must serve an under-prepared, under-represented population and in addition serve a shrinking high school graduate population as demonstrated by Table 3.

Table 3 - Service Area High School Graduates 2004-2006

	Year
	Graduates
	% Change Grad
	Not Found
	% Not Found
	CBC Students
	% CBC

	2006
	1438
	-20.8%
	669
	45.54%
	232
	15.79%

	2005
	1793
	-15.8%
	903
	50.36
	289
	16.12%

	2004
	2130
	
	1017
	47.75%
	348
	16.34%


Source: THECB Reports

The admissions criteria and the institutional commitment to learning support services to the population served.  The requirements for admission provide the latitude required to meet the needs of individuals within the service areas.  These requirements include:

1. Graduation from an accredited high school; or

2. Possession of a Certificate of High School Equivalency based on the General Educational Development (GED) examination; or,
3. Individual approval for those who do not posses either a high school diploma or a GED certificate and who exhibit the aptitude, interest and motivation to profit from the course of study they propose to enter.  

The institutional commitment to serve students is evident in both the latitude permitted by the admissions standards and the spirit of the mission statement.  The former document demonstrates an awareness of the academic needs of the students in the region in allowing for different avenues for accessing the benefits of higher education. The latter document reveals a determination to serve a diverse South Texas population.  


An important means of ensuring access is providing financial aid assistance for students.  The CBC Financial Aid Department works to assist any student who has the desire to attend college but lacks the financial resources to begin or finish a degree program.  Students have an opportunity to apply for different types of financial assistance, from federal student aid to grants and scholarships.  

Completing a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the first step in the financial aid process, and is used for any federal and/or state financial aid, such as grants, loans and work-study.  Responses are used by the U.S. Department of Education Federal Student Aid to calculate the student’s Expected Family Contribution (EFC), which measures the family’s financial strength and ultimately the student’s eligibility for federal student aid.  For 2006-2007, 1569 eligible CBC students received Pell Grants totaling $3,738,986.  Of the total number of Pell Grant recipients, 78.2% (1227) were Hispanic and 71.9% (1128) were female.  A total of $7,348,092 in financial assistance was awarded to 1866 CBC students in the 2006-2007 academic year.  Table 4 below disaggregates by grant type the largest awards of financial assistance to students of Coastal Bend College.
Table 4 – Financial Assistance Awards by Category
	Means of Financial Assistance
	Total Amount of Awards in Dollars

	Federal Pell Grants
	$3,738,986

	Federal Student Loans
	$2,356,355

	Texas Grant
	$221,970

	Texas Public Education Grants
	$149,350

	Other Financial Assistance
	$881,431

	Total Financial Assistance
	$7,348,092


This financial assistance is vital to the students of the CBC service area, as a review of state peer institutions’ tuition and fee structure indicates Coastal Bend College has the third highest tuition per 12 SCH ($700) of those institutions classified as Medium A schools by the THECB, of which CBC is a member.  The Out-of District Fee is also the highest of the peer institutions at $59 per SCH, and consequently CBC has the highest tuition cost for those full-time out-of-district students taking at least 12 SCH, which is $1408.  Some of the peer institutions researched in this section of the report use a sliding scale for both in-district and out-of-district tuition rates.  For comparison purposes, ratings were based on the CBC definition of a full-time student, which is enrollment of at least 12 SCH in a semester, and tuition and fees averaged for in-district and out-of district students.  The mean cost of tuition for 12 SCH for the peer group was $579 for in-district students and $854 for out-of-district students.  
The following table shows tuition and fees computations for the Medium A community college cohort as extracted from the websites of the respective institutions.
Table 5 – Tuition and Fees of In-State Peer Institutions
	Medium A Colleges

	College Name
	Registration Fee
	AVG Tuition per SCH
	In-Dist. Costs per 12 SCH
	AVG Out-of District Fee per SCH
	Out of Dist. Costs Per 12 SCH
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coastal Bend College
	$40.00
	$55.00
	$700.00
	$59.00
	$1,408.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Alvin CC
	$21.00
	$30.00
	$498.00
	$28.00
	$834.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brazosport
	No fee
	$43.25
	$519.00
	$21.00
	$771.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cisco Jr College
	Not Listed
	$66.00
	$797.00
	$11.00
	$929.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	College of Mainland
	Not Listed
	$38.00
	$455.50
	$34.00
	$863.50
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grayson CC
	Not Listed
	$43.00
	$516.00
	$11.00
	$648.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hill College
	Not Listed
	$52.25
	$627.00
	$13.00
	$783.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paris Jr. College
	Not Listed
	$44.50
	$534.00
	$30.00
	$894.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Temple College
	Not Listed
	$70.00
	$840.00
	$40.00
	$1,320.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Texarkana College
	$5.00
	$31.00
	$372.00
	$19.00
	$600.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Victoria College
	Not Listed
	$30.00
	$538.00
	$20.00
	$778.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weatherford College
	Not Listed
	$56.00
	$672.00
	$25.00
	$972.00
	


Attachments at the end of this report extracted from the 2007 IPEDS Data Feedback Report show tuition and financial aid comparisons of CBC to 32 institutions from the Southwest, Rocky Mountains, and Far West regions with enrollments of a similar size.  Figure 3 indicates CBC tuition and fees are above the comparison group median by 22.8% for this report period, based on those costs to full-time, first time, degree seeking students.  Although comparison data for financial aid for 2006-2007 is unavailable, Figures 4 and 5, using 2005-2006 data, show 72% of this same classification of students receive federal grants (80% above the median), 37% receive state and local grants (94% above the median),  and the dollar amounts of each type of aid exceed the comparison group.
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