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12th class day data- data for fall or spring classes, as of the 12th class day of the 16-week
session. Also see census date, reporting date, official reporting date

4th class day data (second summer session)-data for all summer classes, as of the 4th day of
class of the second summer session. (official reporting date for the summer semester)

4-year graduation rate - the percentage of first-time, full-time undergraduates who graduate
within four years.

6-year graduation rate - the percentage of first-time, full-time undergraduates who graduate
within six years.

A.A. - see associate of arts.
A.A.S. - see associate of applied science.
A.A.T. - see associate of arts in teaching.

Academic Program - an instructional program leading toward an associate’s degree, or
academic certificate.

Academic Year (AY) - begins the first day of the fall semester and ends the last day of the
summer session of the following year. For example, academic year 2023 began September 1,
2022 and ended August 31, 2023.

Academically Disadvantaged - students who have demonstrated (either by low performance on
pre-entrance tests, or by attending class and struggling with the material) a difficulty succeeding
academically without specific counseling, tutorial support, or academic remediation.

Accreditation - an assessment process by a disinterested-party organization, consisting of
qualified faculty evaluators, leading to a public statement of an institution’s capacity to provide
effective programs and services based on agreed-upon requirements

Adjunct faculty - non-staffing table personnel including part-time instructors who are employed
on a term basis.

Administrative personnel - exempt staffing table personnel including executive vice
chancellors, vice chancellors, associate vice chancellors, provost, deans, and some directors.

Adult learners - students aged 25 and older, in line with TEXAS funding formula definitions.

Advanced technical certificate - a certificate that has a defined associate or baccalaureate
degree as a prerequisite. Must consist of at least 16 sch and no more than 45 sch. It
must be focused, clearly related to the prerequisite degree, and justifiable to meet industry or
external agency requirements.
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Annual headcount - the number of students enrolled in one or more courses with each student
counted only once for the year. As- see associate of science.

Aspen Award - The $1 million Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence is the nation’s
signature recognition for America’s community colleges

Assessment - a judgment process consisting of the regular, systematic collection and review of
evidence used to shape and support institutional, program, and course development

Associate degree - an award earned by taking a minimum of 60 credits of prescribed and
elective credit courses which promote both breadth and depth of knowledge; commonly called
“two-year degrees.”

Associate of Applied Science (AAS) - awarded to students who successfully complete
the prescribed courses in any of the occupational-technical programs and the requisite 15
semester credit hours taken from the approved general education course list.

Associate of Science (AS) - awarded to students who complete at least 60 semester credit hours,
42 of which must be taken from the core curriculum, including six to eight semester credit hours
of natural science courses.

Association for institutional research (AIR) - the national organization focusing on the roles of
the institutional research and institutional effectiveness

Award - any combination of courses and/or requirements leading to a degree or certificate.
AY- see academic year.
Calendar year - january | through december 31

Campus - a location at which a college owns or rents a building on a regular basis. CBC campus
include Alice, Kingsville, Pleasanton (also see location, site)

Carnegie classification - classification based on the institution's mission, degree offerings, and
research activity (e.g., doctoral universities, master’s colleges & universities).

CBC Taxing District - taxing jurisdictions that contribute funding for the college through
property taxes.

CCC- see core curriculum completer.
CE - continuing education

Census date - the official day of record that public higher education institutions must determine
the enrollments that qualify to be reported to the coordinating board for state reimbursement.
Also referred to as reporting date (RD).

Certificate - a formal award certifying the satisfactory completion of a post-secondary,
nondegree program




COASTAL BEND COLLEGE
DATA DICTIONARY

Certificate level 1 - an award conferred by a post-secondary institution to recognize the
successful completion of a program of studies having 29 student credit hours (sch) or less.

Certificate level 2 - an award conferred by a post-secondary institution to recognize the
successful completion of a program of studies having 30 or more but less than 60 student credit
hours (SCH).

Certificate program - a program leading to the awarding of a certificate. Certificate programs
may be stepping stones to associate degrees.

Certifications - identifiers that a student has completed a qualification for an industry or a
particular skill area. Certifications identified in this taxonomy refer to credit-bearing courses that
curricular enable a student to take an assessment leading to industry-recognized certification.
National

Cip code - a six-digit code in the format of 00.0000 that identifies instructional program
specialties within educational institutions. A cip code is assigned to each program at the time it is
established. Federal

Classification- a grouping based upon semester credit hours successfully completed and degree
pursued [e.g., first-year student (0-29.99 hours); sophomore (30 or more hours)]

Classified personnel - non-exempt staffing table personnel including administrative assistants,
building attendants, clerks, library assistants, technical staff assistants, some technicians, etc.

CLI - clinical
COA - cost of attendance

Cohort - a group of persons who share one or more particular statistical or demographic
characteristics, such as having received their associate’s degree in a certain year or range of
years.

Common data -set a detailed report covering institution-wide information. Data are presented
in the same “common” format used by most institutions of higher education to facilitate
comparisons among institutions.

Completer - a student who receives a degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award. In
order to be considered a completer, the degree/award must actually be conferred.

Completers within 150% - students (within a cohort or sub-cohort) who completed their
program within 150% of the normal time to completion.

Contact hour - a unit of measure that represents an hour of scheduled instruction given to
students. an instructional unit of time in which a student has contact with an instructor; includes
lecture and/or laboratory time.
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Continuing education - non-credit courses and programs, often in adult workforce or vocational
areas.

COP — co-op

Core curriculum - consists of 42 credits that will automatically transfer to all texas public
colleges and universities. If a student satisfies all component areas, that block of
courses must be substituted for the receiving institution’s core curriculum.

Core curriculum completer (CCC)- a student that successfully completes the core curriculum.
Course completion - a completion of a course by student with a final grade of a, b, ¢, d, p or s.
Course enrollment - the number of students registered for a course.

Course readiness - student's preparedness to succeed in college-level coursework. This
readiness is typically assessed through placement tests, high school transcripts, or alternative
measures like prior coursework or standardized test scores.

Course success rates - percentage of students who receive a passing / satisfactory grade in a
course. It is calculated as the number of students who received a passing / satisfactory grade in a
course divided by the number of students enrolled in the course, multiplied by 100.

Credit teaching faculty - faculty who teach college credit courses; includes staffing table full-
time and non-staffing table adjunct faculty.

CT1 - see level 1 certificate.
CT2 - see level 2 certificate.

Dashboard - shows what the institution considers to be important indicators of how the college,
administration, and programs are operating and gauging progress or the results of expended
resources. National

Data mining - a process that attempts to discover patterns in large data sets.
Data validation
Data warehouse

Degree- an award given as official recognition for the successful completion of a program of
studies.

Degree program -a degree program is any grouping of subject matter courses which, when
satisfactorily completed by a student, shall entitle the student to a degree from an institution of
higher education. A degree program is characterized by a disciplinary major which is the primary
focus of course work.

Degree-seeking student - a student enrolled in courses for credit who is recognized by the
institution as seeking a degree or certificate
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Department - an academic unit of the college or school giving instruction or training in a
particular subject.

Developmental education - developmental education is defined as courses, tutorials,
laboratories, or other efforts to bring students’ skill levels in reading, writing, and mathematics to
entering college level. English for speakers of other languages (esol) and study skills or thinking
skills courses are considered developmental education courses in the acgm manual and fall under
developmental education funding limits established by the texas legislature.

Distance education - includes non-traditional courses offered through hybrid distance (hyd),
online (onl), and synchronous virtual class meetings required (dIs).

Distance learning - any for-credit instruction where delivery of instruction may utilize any or all
of the following: print material, e-mail, audio tape, video recordings, satellite, computer,
interactive video, internet. The instructor may be physically separated from the students, may not
meet with students, or may meet with students on a few occasions during the term.

Division (academic) - an administrative unit consisting of a group of departments. Often, but not
always, these departments share common elements of curriculum. Divisions of academic
disciplines at southwest include business & technologies; humanities, social sciences, &
mathematics; and health & natural sciences. State

Drop-out - a student who left the institution and (thus far) has not returned national

Dual credit - a college-level course taken by a high school student through which the student
will receive both high school and college credit at the same time. National

IPEDS Dual enrollment - the ipeds (integrated postsecondary education data system) defines
dual enrollment as a program or arrangement that allows high school students to enroll in
college-level courses and earn academic credits that count toward both their high school diploma
and a college degree.

Dual enrollment or dual credit - the simultaneous enrollment of a student at a high school and
in a college course which is offered through regular campus schedule or at the high school.
Source: ipre

Dual enrollment/dual credit programs - data on high school students enrolled in college-level
courses that provide both high school and college credit.

Duplicated race/ethnicity - students may be counted in more than one category based
on their race/ethnicity selection with one exception: if students selected “non-resident alien,”
they were counted only as “non-resident alien” (regardless of whether they selected an additional
race/ethnicity).

Duplicated headcount - occurs when a student is counted more than one time because they are
enrolled in more than one course. For example, a student who attends several courses at one
location and one or more courses at a second location is counted twice, once at each location.
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Early college high school (ECHS) - blends high school and college in a rigorous yet supportive

program, compressing the time it takes to complete a high school diploma and the first two years
of college.

ECHS - see early college high school.

Economically disadvantaged - students who qualify for financial aid, federal grants, or other
public assistance.

EFC - expected family contribution
EMM - early momentum metrics

Enrollment patterns - Assuming that traditional enrollment in postsecondary education is
defined as enrolling immediately after high school and attending full time, students who diverge
from this pattern would be considered nontraditional. In this study, therefore, students who
delayed enrollment in postsecondary education by a year or more after high school or who
attended part time were considered nontraditional.

Enrollment- see course enrollment.

Fact book -a compendium of selected facts concerning the academic activities occurring
annually on campus. Data may include admissions, enrollment, and degrees conferred, faculty
information, grant and contract awards, various expenditures, student demographics, and other
items of interest.

FERPA - family educational records and privacy act

Field of study (FOS) - facilitates transferability of lower-division academic courses among texas
public colleges and universities.

First-generation college student - a student who is the first member of his or her immediate
family to attend a college or university; neither of his or her biological or adoptive parents have
ever attended a college or university.

First-time, full-time (FTFT) -the number of students entering for the first time, enrolled full-
time.

First-time-in-college (FTIC) - a student who has never attended college or any other
postsecondary institution. Students are not reported as first-time-in-college until they have
completed their high school work.

Fiscal year twelve-month period - corresponding to the state of TEXAS’s financial or budget
year.

Flex term — an academic term that is different in number of weeks from a traditional 16 week
term. (4 week flex, 8 week flex, 10 week flex, 12 week flex)

FOS - see field of study.
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FTE - full-time equivalent

FTIC- see first-time-in-college student
FTSE - see full-time student equivalent.

Full-time student — a student enrolled in 12 or more semester credit hours. Under
federal financial aid guidelines, a student is considered full-time if they are enrolled for at least
75% of the normal full-time credit hour load. For institutions operating on a semester calendar,
the normal full-time load is 15 semester credit hours for the fall or spring semester.

Full-time faculty - staffing table personnel with faculty status including counselors, librarians,
and teaching faculty.

Full-time student equivalent (FTSE) - the total semester credit hours divided by 15, which is
considered to be a full-time course load.

GED - see general education development.

GED graduate- a student who successfully passed the general education development (ged)
exam.

General education development (GED) - an exam for students whose high school
education was interrupted.

Term GPA - calculated with developmental courses used for financial aid purposes
Cumulative GPA: calculated without developmental courses

Graduation survey - conducted on an annual at many institutions—targeted audiences are
normally those students who are receiving an academic credential.

HEA: higher education act
HIPPA: health insurance portability and accountability act
Hsc - see hybrid campus course.

Hybrid distance (hyd) course - students complete most coursework online with some
mandatory classroom/lab meetings scheduled.

Hybrid campus (hsc) course - students complete most coursework on campus with the
remaining instruction online.

Hyd - see hybrid distance course.

Independent school district (isd)-is a type of school district for primary and secondary
education, which operates as an entity that is independent and separate from any municipality,
county, or state. The administrative leadership of such districts is selected from within the
district itself and has no direct responsibility to any other governmental authority.
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In-district Students -students who live within cbc’s tax-paying districts and pay taxes in support
of the college and receive lower in-district tuition rates.

Institutional effectiveness - the process of providing accurate, relevant, and timely information
for use by college leadership and external constituencies.

Institutional research - a broad category of work done at colleges and universities to assist
decision-making and planning in areas such as admissions, financial aid, curriculum, enrollment
management, staffing, student life, finance, facilities, athletics, and alumni relations. National
integrated post-secondary education data system

International Student - is a student or exchange visitor in the united states with f, m, or j non-
immigrant status.

IPEDS -the integrated post-secondary education data system - conducted by the national
center for education statistics. All post-secondary institutions that have a program participation
agreement with the office of post-secondary education, u.s. Department of education, report data
using a web-based data collection system. Ipeds surveys approximately 3,000 other schools that
offer post-secondary education programs.

IPEDS - integrated postsecondary education data system
ISD - see independent school district.

LAB - lab

LBH - lab hybrid

LBM — lab multiple

LBO- lab online

LBT — lab two way video

LEC — lecture

LEH — lecture online

LEM - lecture multiple

Level 1 certificate (c1) - can be completed by a student in one calendar year or less. It must
consist of at least 15 sch and no more than 42 sch. Level one certificate programs are exempt
from tsi requirements, but certificate programs may perform local assessment and remediation
of students, provided that these activities do not exclude the student from enrollment in the
certificate program.

Level 2 certificate (c2)- any certificate for which a student must meet certain eligibility
requirements prior to entry into the program. A ct2 program may consist of between 30 sch and
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51 sch. Students enrolling in these programs are subject to the tsi requirements and may be
subject to other eligibility requirements as determined by the institution.

LOL — lecture online
LTV - lecture two way video

NCES - the national center for education statistics — a federal organization with the
responsibility of collecting and analyzing us education data

Non traditional student - student over the age of 24 that is enrolled in courses

Non-credit courses — courses that result in the award of continuing education units (ceus), or
institutional credit rather than credit toward a degree or certificate. National

Non-degree seeking student - a student enrolled in courses for credit who is not recognized by
the institution as seeking a degree.

Non-resident alien - is self-reported race/ethnicity category for a student who is nota
citizen or permanent resident of the united states and who is in this country on a temporary basis
and does not have the right to remain indefinitely.

Occupational skills achievement (OSAa sequence of credit courses totaling 9-14 semester
credit hours or workforce continuing education courses totaling 144-359 contact hours.

Off-campus - includes all non-campus locations such as distance education and site based.

Official reporting dates - fall/spring: 12th class day = summer: 4th class day (second summer
session)

ONL - see online course.

Online (ONL) - course-course instruction and testing are fully online without required class
times.

OSA- see occupational skills achievement.

Out-of-district - a student who is a texas resident but lives outside the cbe taxing district. An
additional per credit hour out-of-district fee is charged to out-of-district students.

Out-of-state- a student who has not been a Texas resident for at least one year.

Participant- a student who completes all required baseline assessments and 12 instructional
contact hours in the adult basic education (abe), general education development (ged), or
english-as-a-second language (esl) program.

Part-time student - a student who is enrolled for less than 12 semester credit hours.

Persistence rate - the rate at which students persist in higher education, often as measured by
the percentage of students who continue in higher education from one year to the succeeding
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year. To avoid confusion, this term is replacing the term "retention rate," which is used in the
public education sector as a reference to students who are held back and not promoted to the next
grade.

Pgm- see program of study.

Phi Theta Kappa (PTK): students with at least 12 credit hours and a term GPA of 3.5 or higher
PRC — practicum

Program of study (PGM) - represents the program area and is not an award.

Qualitative assessment - methods that provide a narration or description of learning (e.g. Logs,
journals, participant observations, open-ended questions on interviews and surveys). National

Quantitative assessment - methods that rely on numerical scores or ratings (e.g. Tests, reports,
projects).

Reporting date - the official day of record that public higher education institutions must
determine the enrollments that qualify to be reported to the coordinating board for state
reimbursement. Also referred to as census date (cd).

Retention rate - percent of previous term unduplicated students who return to same college the
following term.

SACS-COC - the regional accrediting body. The abbreviation stands for the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools — Commission on Colleges.

SCH - see semester credit hour.

Semester credit hour (SCH)-a unit of measure of instruction consisting of 60 minutes of which
50 minutes must be direct instruction. For example, PSYC-2301 meets for three hours a week
is worth three semester credit hours.

Service area - the territory in which the college provides services.

Site-based instruction - includes credit classes staffed by CBC but offered at locations not
owned by CBC.

Source of data - primary source of information from which data was obtained concerning the
topic.

Strategic plan - contains the vision, mission and goals of the college, and provides guidance for
decision-making based on resource allocations, including the organization’s capital and people.

Strategic planning process - the act of defining objectives and assessment methods through
which the organization can gauge performance and make adjustments as necessary to obtain pre-
determined goals. Strategic planning normally addresses pre-determined goals for a three-year or
five-year period.
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Student headcount- the number of students enrolled in one or more courses. This number may
be duplicated or unduplicated.

Student learning outcomes statements - of what students are expected to know and be able to
do by the time they complete an associated course, major, or degree program. National student
report this report reflects all students enrolled in credit courses at the reporting institution as of
the official census date, which is the 12th class day for the fall and spring semesters (16-week
session) and the 4th class day for each of the summer terms (6-week session).

Student-to-faculty ratio - an index of the size (enrollment) of a class (or group of classes) in
relation to faculty resources. It may also be defined as the ratio of full-time-equivalent (fte)
students to full-time-equivalent (fte) faculty.

Sunset program- a program that is no longer active, but students who started the program while
it was active may be allowed to complete the degree plan.

Synchronous virtual class meetings required (DLS) - course instruction is fully online with
required online meetings during the specified days and times listed.

Temporary full-time faculty - adjunct faculty who teach a full-time load on a temporary basis
and receive benefits.

Term - fall, spring or summer. Fall: august to december, spring: january to may, summer: june to
august. There may be mini semesters that overlap the terms. These mini-mesters will be reported
in the term in which they start but will have different session codes.

Texas Association for Institutional Research (TAIR) - the state organization focusing on the
roles of the institutional research and institutional effectiveness

Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) - evaluates and provides partial funding for the adult
education program.

Total enrollment - the total number of students enrolled at the institution, including
undergraduates and graduates.

Traditional student - student 18-24 years old enrolled not enrolled in dual credit courses.

Transfer student - a student entering the reporting institution for the first time and who is
known to have previously attended another institution at the same level (e.g., undergraduate to
undergraduate, graduate to graduate; not undergraduate to graduate). This does not include an
institution’s own graduates who enter for further education.

TWC - see Texas Workforce Commission

Undergraduate enrollment - total number of undergraduate students.
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Unduplicated race/ethnicity- students were counted in only one category based on
their race/ethnicity selection. “two or more” includes non-hispanic students that selected more
than one race category.

Unduplicated headcount - the sum of students enrolled in credit courses with each student
counted only once during the reporting period.

US Freshman — non-transfer first year student replacing “two year” student type
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